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Introduction

Hypertension
has been recognized as one ofthe major risk factors for the development of cardiovascular disease. Clinical and epidemiological studies argue in favor ofat least a major causal relationship between high salt (NaCl) intake and the development of essential hypertension (1-3). The ability of excessive salt intake to elicit self-sustaining hypertension in rats (4-7) has been proposed as experimental evidence for the concept of salt hypertension.
Yet, there is some doubt about the role of salt as a nutritional factor in the development ofessential hypertension in man. This may partly be due to a paucity of information on the effect of high salt intake on blood pressure in experimental models more appropriate to humans. Figure  1 . 
